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‘¢ What’s in a name? That which we calla rose 
“ By any other name would smell as sweet.” 
Shakspeare. 


WELL, Sophia! said my friend to his lady, what shall 
we call our son? Shall he bear the name of an endeared and 
beloved ancestor; or shall we have something to suit the fan- 
cy ? Andif the latter ; shall it be a modest and unassuming 
title, or shall it be of such a cast as to evidence, and that 
pretty clearly too, our prognostications of his future eminence ?-— 
Somewhat similar, if we may be permitted to compare small 
things with great, are the puzzling perplexities experienced 
by the periodical writer about to appropriate a name to the 
fruit of his mind. In precisely such a dilemma, we are frank 
to say, we now find ourselves. The perplexity in our case 
arises not from our believing that there is any thing like 
“ magic ina name.” It certainly cannot be much matter 
what it is, provided always that it does not promise too much 
and thus expose us to derision. But our difficulty lies partly in 
selecting from the goodly number that present themselves, 
and then partly again in afterwards adhering rigidly to the one 
selected. 

While reverting to our worthy predecessors, buoyed up by 
a little exhiliarating self-complacency, and our views being 
considerably elevated withal ; we have sometimes thought of 
the Instructor, the Guardian or the Connoiseur. At other times 
the Observer, the Spectator, or the Looker-On have appeared 
more appropriate. At other seasons again when we haye re- 
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collected the loquacious part of the community and considered 
the degree to which their feelings should, from mere self-in- 
terest, be consulted on all occasions like the present ; the 
more modest, but more characteristic names of the Babler, the 
Tatler or even the Tell-tale have borne away the palm. After 
all however, a title still unmentioned seems to possess pecu- 
liar attractions as being not wholly destitute of expression, 
and yet entirely unassuming. Now this is no other than the 
Microscope. And so the Micresceps it shall be; not so much 
because of the power of this ingenious little contrivance to 
make objects apparently larger than they really are, but more 
on account of its enabling one to examine objects nearer than 
can be done with distinctness of vision by the nakedeye. In 
this way we hope to be able to ascertain and to point out that 
which gives the real hue and character to conduct, to-wit, the 
motives and the consequences of actions. 

Having thus satisfactorily settled this important preliminary, 
we stop 2 moment to commend our pages to the patronage and 
protection—not of any one illustrious personage in particular, 
but ofall those who may chance to do themselves (not to say, 
us) the pleasure of perusing what may drop from our pens. 
Do you ask, why we do thus? You have our answer at once : 
It is simply, because you are the only persons in the world, 
who can be benefited by these our efforts, and are therefore 
the only persons in the world who have a real bona-fide inter- 
est in them. 

In reply to the question, who are they,—which since the 
Prospectus appeared, has been asked over and over again in 
our presence ; we have but little tosay. Almost all toa man, 
who have preceded us in the vocation of Essayists, have in- 
deed introduced themselves to the public by a long story about 
their pedigree, occupation, personal beauty, characteristic 
whims and soon. Onthis head we are disposed to be some- 
what reserved, and for a very plain reason. Most of us know 
little or nothing of our ancestry: Some of us have never 
dreamt of a regular calling ; and none of us—even when our 
satisfaction with ourselves is at its highest flood—dare think 
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of laying claim to extraordinary comeliness of face or form ; 
nor can we boast of any peculiar whims and-notions of our 
own,—being in short distinguished from those around us by 
none of these delectable perfections. We have, however, in 
common with our countrymen, an uncomfortable portion of 
what is called curiosity. Hence some one of us is nearly al- 
ways to be found in almost all places and companies, saying 
little, .but observing the more-—We venture to subjoin an ad- 
ditional affirmation, which cannot but minister greatly to your 
comfort: We are neither misanthropes, nor women-haters, 
nor even Old Bachelors, and therefore we can with truth say 
that we have a general good-will for men, women and chil- 
dren, and a particular partiality for the fair rosy-cheeked 
damsels of this little Zoar—~a heart-cheering refuge indeed, 
from the storms and tempests that distress the world around. 

We shall here digress to make a single suggestion which, 
deeply feeling its importance as we do, we have for sometime 
been itching to wedge in somewhere between our reflections. 
Itis this. We advise all our female readers—nay more, we 
urge them forthwith to submit to us fully, all their grievances, 
trials, difficulties, perplexities, and even cases of etiquette.— 
We need not say they will never regret such a step. 

Thus much by way of preamble to our undertaking. We 
pass to what is more important. It becomes us to make a few 
cursory remarks, explanatory of the plan of the publication we 
have entered upon. We wish to be explicitly and distinctly 
understood that it is not our intention to subserve, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, the interests of any political party or re- 
ligious sect. We have no solicitude to increase the number 
of Presbyterians or Episcopalians. Nor do we desire to fill 
the ranks of the friends or the opponents of the Administra- 
tion. We care not a fig about their squabbles, and therefore 
shall not trouble our heads concerning them. As to the minor 
points which have severed the church of our dear Redeemer 
into sects, and thus marred the fair aspect of christian charity ; 
we leave these, together with the heart-hardening and head- 

bewildering occupation of metaphysical refinement, to those 
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who like the business better than we do. To such of our 
readers however, if any such there be, as find in themselves 
any hankering after this delicious employment, or any consti- 
tutional tendency to this worse than useless mode of wasting 
time ; we take the present opportunity of addressing, for their 
use and digestion solely, what we humbly conceive to be tol- 


erably appropriate language, as well as pretty good sense : 
** Your learning, like the lunar beam, affords 
** Light, but not heat ; it leaves you undevout, 
** Frozen at heart, while speculation shines.” 


Again; every American is born a divine and a politician ; 
and most of them have an insatiable desire to be constantly 
meddling and dabbling in these matters, and of course consid- 
er all the intricacies of them, with all their ramifications and 
consequences, as being so completely within their grasp, and 
SO intuitively clear too, that the full blaze of a mid-day sun 
could not make them a whit more distinct. It must be admit- 
ted, therefore, that these subjects will be perfectly well man- 
aged without our interference. We have moreover the char- 
ity to believe that there are good men in all parties, and we. are 
also fixed in the opinion that no man can be a zealous partisan 
without injury to his integrity. These considerations, you may 
be assured, confirm us in our determination to let such affairs 
alone. We would, however, reserve to ourselves the privi- 
lege of remarking occasionally, and sometimes pretty freely, 
on the faults common to all. These we shall consider our 
lawful game. 

As our country is already swarming with party publica- 
tions, andas more are every where daily “ starting up like hy- 
dras from every corner,” whose direct and great tendency is 
in most instances, to poison the fountain of social, and even of 
domestic enjoyment—to alienate and embitter the minds of 
those who chance to be found in opposite ranks ;—we shall 
throw in our mite and exert our influence, small as it may be, 
in an effort to stay the progress of this overwhelming flood, to 
nromote good-will, to soften party asperity, and to break down 
‘he middle wall of partition. It is our hearts’ desire that men 
may think better of each other, and be persuaded that there 
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are, yet remaining, many reasons why mutual charity should be 
exercised, and mutual regard cherished. 

We have said that we have no political, nor sectarian end 
in view ; nor have we any personal animosities to gratify. We 
are enemies only to falsehood and vice—to ignorance and fol- 
ly. Against these we shall endeavor to keep up a sharp and 
constant fire, unless forsooth our ammunition shall be exhaust- 
ed much sooner than is anticipated. 

A principal difficulty in conducting a work like this arises 
from the variegated character of the readers. Each expects 
something in every number adapted to his own peculiar turn. 
Some would have us always grave ; while others wish us to be 
continually dealing in trifles. Others again would be pleased 
to see us constantly in a broad laugh; and others still can re- 
ceive delight only when, with genuine malevolence, we lash 
and bite all within our reach. The last class are notified in 
the onset that they will find little in our pages which will minis- 
ter to the gratification of palates thus vitiated. We intreat the 
rest to bear with us patiently, since constitutional brevity, as 
wellas the prescribed limits of our paper preclude the possi- 
bility of even attempting to please all at once. But we pur- 
pose to serve up a dish for each in due season. 

The illustration of truth, and the inculcation of sound prin- 
ciples of religion and morals, are our leading objects. In pro- 
secuting them, we shall endeavor to prevent the monotony of 
soter prose, by interspersing the lighter and more welcome ef- 
fusions of the muse. It shall be our aim to soften the asperi- 
ty ef formal precept, by calling in to our aid the embellish- 
ments of the tale and allegory ; and to relieve the dulness of 
simple narration and naked truth, by casting around them the 
decorations of fiction. 

It is your prerogative, gentle reader, to prescribe the terms 
on which you choose to be pleased, and -we deem ourselves 
bound to vary and accommodate our efforts in conformity te 
this position. We have hitherto been very*sparing of our 
pledges, lest we might not be able to redeem them. But thus 
much we are bold to promise, that we shall throughout be found 











io be your obedient servants in complying with any alteration 
that may be suggested, and any improvement that may be pro- 
posed, with only this one reserve that whatever may be the 
consequences, nothing irreligious,immoral or indelicate shall 
be suffered to stain our pages. Never shall it with truth be said 
that the perusal of the Microscope has justly called forth the 
condemnation of the pious, or mantled with a blush of virtu- 
ous indignation the cheek of the chaste and pure. If we can- 
not benefit we will not corrupt. If we are unable to confirm 
the resolutions, and quicken the steps of those climbing the 
steep and difficult ascent ; we will not allure to vice: we will 
not hide with flowers, the thorns and daggers planted by Prov- 
idence in the downward road to disgrace and ruin. If we 
cannot instruct by our matter, nor please by our manner; we 
hope to be credited for honest intentions, and, so far at least, 
to receive your approbation. 
an 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. ’ 

Favors deposited in the letter-box at the Publishers’, shall 
receive early attention, and the writers be informed of the re- 
sult. Such communications as it may be deemed inexpedient 
to insert, shall be destroyed immediately, or left with the pub- 


lishers, or disposed of in any other way directed by the au- 
thors. 


,»* Wishing to furnish our subscribers with a title-page, we 
have in this number given them eight pages instead of the four 
that may, according to promise, ordinarily be expected. We 


also intend to present them, ata proper time, with an index to 
the contents. 





